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Make a wattle and daub
roundhouse

You’ll need:
Mug
Bowl and saucepan
Flour
Salt
Water
Piece of cardboard
Something circular to draw around
(bigger than the other one!)
Glue stick or sticky tape

Something circular to draw around
e.g. biscuit tin
Ice cream tub or cardboard box
Paper straws
Pencil or pen
Scissors
Newspaper or scrap paper
Bowl or container
Sieve

Step 1: making the wattle structure

Turn the ice cream tub upside down (or use
the big side of a cardboard box). Use a pencil
or pen to draw around the circular object.

Get an adult to help you make small holes at
regular points around the circle. Use a pencil
or scissors.
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Put a straw through each hole. Push the straw
through the hole until it stays in place. The
straws should be around the same height.

Prepare some straws. Cut each straw with the
scissors, cutting down either side. Each straw
will made two pieces.

Flatten each piece by smoothing it with your
hands.

Weave the straw halves in and out of the
standing straws. When you get to the end of
the straw you are weaving, overlap the next
straw where it ended. Continue weaving in
and out.

2

Remember to leave a gap for a doorway. You
can wrap the straw piece around the door post
and start the next row. Make sure the rows
alternate (so if on the row below you went
behind the straw, this time you go in front).
Keep weaving until your rows take up two
thirds of the standing straws.

Step 2: making the daub

Tear up strips of newspaper or scrap paper
into 1.5cm squares and put into a
container.

Soak the paper in hot water for three
hours.

While you are waiting, make the flour
paste. In a bowl or pan mix together a mug
of flour, a tablespoon of table salt and two
mugs of water.
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Put the mixture into a saucepan. Get an
adult to help you heat the mixture and
bring it to the boil. Keep stirring the mix.

Eventually the mix will go smooth. Remove
it from the heat and let it cool.

This is when things get messy! When your
newspaper mixture has finished soaking in
water, use your hands to squeeze it
together to make a pulp.

When it comes together as a pulp, squeeze
the water from it using a sieve.
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The pulp should look like this.

Step 3: daub the house
You now have everything you need to daub
the house:
- Wattle paper round house
- Paper pulp
- Flour paste

Take a blob of paper pulp in your hand and
a blob of flour paste.

Mix them together in your hand until it
feels like squashy clay.
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Then put the mixture onto the wattle
frame. Start with the inside, pressing it
against the frame and squishing it between
the woven straws.

Keep going, smoothing the pulp mixture
with your fingers.

Once you have done the inside, put the
pulp mixture on the outside in the same
way.
Leave the ‘daub’ to dry (this might take a
while).
When it is dry, you could paint the box and
walls of your house.

Step 4: make a roof

Draw around your larger circular object on
a piece of card.
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Find the centre of the circle. You can do
this by drawing two lines across the circle.
Where they cross each other is the centre.
Draw two lines to the centre to make a
wedge shape and draw a tab on the edge of
one.

Cut the shape out (a circle with a missing
wedge) and fold back the tab. If you want
to decorate or colour in the roof, do it now.

Fold the circle into a cone with the tab
underneath. Keep it in place with glue or
sticky tape using the tab underneath.
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Place the roof on top of the house, resting
it on the upright straws.
You might have to cut the tops of the
straws so they are shorter. This can help
the roof sit on the walls.

Well done, you have finished your house!
If you’d like to share your amazing creation with Hull Museums, you can share
a picture of it with us on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram using the hashtag
#HullMuseumsCrafts or tag us @Hull_Museums.
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