MAgical
museums
ACTIVITY BOOK

Explore some of the amazing objects
and artworks at Hull Museums and
Ferens Art Gallery with this booklet
packed with fun activities!

Brought to you by:

Welcome

Hull Museums and Ferens Art Gallery are full of amazing objects and artworks dating
from Pre-history to the present day. In this booklet we introduce you to some of the
amazing treasures of our collections and fun activities you can do inspired by them to
help you delve into the magic of the museums!

How to find us:

Hull Museums and Ferens Art Gallery consist of 6 different sites across the city of
Hull. Here’s where to find our wonderful sites.
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Ferens Art Gallery
Queen Victoria Square
Carr Lane
HU1 3RA

2

Hands on
History Museum
South Church Side
HU1 1RR

3

Hull and East
Riding Museum
36 High Street
Hull
HU1 1NQ

4

Maritime Museum
Queen Victoria Square
Carr Lane
HU1 3DX

5

Streetlife Museum
High Street
Hull
HU1 1PS

6

Wilberforce House
High Street
Hull
HU1 1NQ

Draw and Explore

This page is a space for you to flip back to and make notes and sketches
of the objects and facts you discover.

Hull and East
Riding Museum

Colour a Mosaic!

Take a trip into the past at Hull’s museum of archaeology and natural history. Come face
to face with a woolly mammoth, check out a unique crew of wooden warriors and wander
through an Iron Age village. Or why not imagine life as a Roman in the reconstructed
town square, complete with shops and stunning mosaics. Medieval Hull comes back to
life in new displays highlighting everyday life in the Old Town 600 years ago.

Make a Mosaic
Mosaics are pieces of art which were often
made by the Romans to decorate homes and
buildings. They were made by sticking together
lots of different little tiles called tesserae to
make a picture.
Have a go at making your own Roman mosaic in
this fun craft activity!

You’ll need
- 2 x pieces of paper
- Scissors
- Glue stick
- Pencil
- Colouring pencils
or felt-tip pens
- Magazines, newspapers or
bits of scrap coloured
paper (optional)

First, make some small square tiles for your tesserae. You can
do this by colouring in bits of a sheet of paper in different
colours and cutting little squares from it.
Or you can go through any old magazines, newspapers or
bits of scrap card, and cut out little squares in different
colours.
Decide what design you want to make for your mosaic, then
take your glue stick and arrange and glue your little squares
down onto your other sheet of paper to make a picture.
You now have your very own mosaic!

MUSEUM HIGHLIGHTS
Roman Oil Lamp
Ceramic oil lamps were used by the
Romans as a source of light and
were often made with different
decorations. This oil lamp is in the
shape of a foot wearing a sandal!

MUSEUM HIGHLIGHTS
Nimbed Bust Wall Painting

Plate Brooch

As well as decorating their homes with
mosaics, some wealthy Romans had their
walls decorated by painting onto the plaster.
This wall painting was excavated from
Brantingham Roman Villa and needed a lot
of reconstruction.

This Roman brooch is in the shape of a
salmon! Roman women wore a lot of
jewellery. The most common kind of
jewellery was brooches as they were used
for pinning together clothing.

STREETLIFE MUSEUM
All aboard!
At Streetlife Museum you can experience over 200 years of transport
history. Enjoy the sights, sounds and smells of the past as you explore old
shops and streets. Carriages, railways, cars, buses, trams and bicycles all
tell the story of how we used to get about. And don’t forget to hop on the
carriage and car rides for the full experience. It’s all here!

Vehicle Of The Future

Have a go at making your
own balloon powered car
in this fun activity!

You’ll need
- Small, rectangular
piece of cardboard
- 3 x drinking straws
- 2 x wooden skewers
- Scissors
- Sticky tape
- 4 x plastic bottle tops

Can you make it
environmentally
friendly?

What
would it
look like?

Don’t have all the
materials? Don’t worry.
If you have a small push
along toy car or construction
set you can build a car with, try
and make it self-powered by
attaching a balloon and straw
with tape and blowing into
the straw to make the
car move.

STEP 1

STEP 2

Take your piece of card and
tape 2 of your straws to it
width ways, 2-3cm from the
end. Trim them to size so they
don’t hang over the edge.

Ask an adult to trim the
wooden skewers for
you so they are around
2cm longer than the
pieces of straw.

STEP 3

If you could design your dream vehicle what would it be?
Have a go at drawing your dream vehicle, then colour it in
and add labels explaining what it is and what it does.

Balloon Car
Challenge

STEP 4

Push the wooden
skewers through
the straws.

Ask an adult to help
you make a hole in the
centre of each of your 4
bottle tops.

STEP 5

STEP 6

Attach the bottle tops
to the ends of your
skewers to make the
wheels of your car.

Push a straw into the
end of a balloon and
tape it in place tightly.

STEP 7
Tape the balloon and
straw to the top of the car
making sure the end of the
straw not directly attached
to the balloon hangs over
the edge of the car slightly.

STEP 8

Place the car on a
smooth surface, blow
through the end of the
straw to blow the
balloon up, let go and
watch your car move!

MUSEUM HIGHLIGHTS:

Gardner Serpollet steam car, 1901
This is a steam powered car from 1901.
In the early days of cars people
experimented with steam, petrol and even
electric cars before settling for petrol.

What would it be
made of and be
powered by?
MUSEUM HIGHLIGHTS
Lanchester Open Tourer Car, 1907-1908
This old car was made in Birmingham in 1907-08 and doesn’t
have a steering wheel! Instead of a wheel it has what is called a
tiller, like you would have on a small boat. You push the lever
from side to side and hope for the best.

MUSEUM HIGHLIGHTS:
Two-Wheeled Dandy Horse, 1815-1820
This strange contraption was called a
Dandy Horse. It was a pedal-less bicycle
which would have been used by gentlemen
for taking exercise in the early 1800s.

In one of Hull’s oldest buildings you can play and get ‘hands
on’ as you discover more about the past. Find out what life
was like for Victorian children, explore the history of Hull and
its people, and visit the amazing Egyptian Gallery where you
can get face to face with a real 2600 year old mummy!

Wordsearch!
P A R O S E T T A S T O N E
H H E L T E
A D A N R

Mummify an apple!
In Ancient Egypt, when Pharaohs died, their
bodies were usually mummified. Mummification
was a way of treating the body to stop it from
wearing away, as the Ancient Egyptians believed
you needed your body for the afterlife.

R C A N O P
A U H
You’ll need
- Half of an apple

- Pencil

- Freezer bag

- Pen

- Label

- Table salt

Inspired by this have a go at mummifying an apple!

20th Feb

20th Feb

20th Feb

Step 2
Draw a face on the inside of
your apple using the pencil.

Step 3
Put 2-3 tbsp. salt in
the freezer bag.

Step 4
Place your apple inside the
bag of salt and seal the
bag at the top.

Step 5
Gently shake the bag
so the apple becomes
covered in salt.
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Step 1
Stick the label on the
freezer bag and write
the date.

20th Feb

I

E B B A R A C S

Step 6
Leave your bag somewhere safe
and keep an eye on it over the
next few days and weeks to see
how it changes. Take notes,
sketches and photos each day to
log these changes.
MUSEUM HIGHLIGHTS
Funerary Boat Model
This Ancient Egyptian boat model, with its crew of
rowers, was made 4000 years ago!
Model boats like this were often placed in graves during
the Middle Kingdom period of Ancient Egypt. It was
believed they would transport the person who had died
in the afterlife.
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The words in this grid are
all things connected to
Ancient Egypt and are
hidden forwards,
backwards, up, down and
diagonally. Can you find
them all? Once you’ve
found them, see if you can
find out who or what these
different things are.

E T U A O A H S

T U T A N K H A M U N R E P

Rosetta Stone
Cartouche
Sphinx
Canopic jar
Hieroglyph
River Nile
Tutankhamun
Mummy
Scarab beetle
Throne
Papyrus
Pharaoh

MUSEUM HIGHLIGHTS

Replica Ka Statue
This object is a replica of a
Ka Statue, Guardian of the
Tomb, found in the tomb of
Tutankhamun. The original
statue was made to act as a
home for Tutankhamun’s
spirit after his death and
would have been wrapped in
sheets of linen.
Replica Golden Throne
This object is a replica (copy)
of a throne found in the tomb
of Tutankhamun. The throne is highly decorated and includes
an image on Tutankhamun and his wife Ankhesenamun.
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Where does my
food come from?
The foods we eat come from all over the world but
sometimes the people involved in producing these foods
aren’t paid and treated as fairly as they should be.

Wilberforce House is
the birthplace of famo
us
campaigner against
the slave trade Willia
m
Wilberforce. Wilberfo
rce was one of many
different
people who campaig
ned for the abolition
of the slave
trade. The museum
tells the story of the
transatlantic
slave trade and the
campaign for its aboli
tion. Galleries
also offer a fascinatin
g glimpse into West Af
rican
culture, as well as br
oader local history inc
luding
Edwardian Hull and
the East Yorkshire Re
giment and
their role in both Wo
rld Wars.

My Campaign

Fairtrade is a movement which helps make sure that
farmers and workers are paid and treated fairly and can
live better lives. Today you can buy many different
Fairtrade products in shops.

Sugar Bowl

Below you can see a maze surrounded by foods and
drinks that are produced all over the world. Follow
the line from each product to find out some of the
countries in the world it is produced in.

Many different people campaigned for the
abolition of the slave trade, including many
women. One of the ways some people did this
was by refusing to buy sugar which had been
produced by enslaved people.

e
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aig
My camp

A campaign is where a group of people
work together to make a change. If you
could change anything for the better in
the world or your local community
what would it be?

MUSEUM HIGHLIGHTS

Greenland

Iceland

Alaska
Norway

Sweden
Denmark

Russia

Canada
UK

Germany

Ukraine

France
Spain

USA

Italy

Kazakhstan

Japan

Turkey

China

Iran

In the outlines below, design a badge
and t-shirt for your campaign.

Algeria

Dominican
Republic

Mexico

Mali

Libya

Niger

Mongolia

Chad

Egypt

Saudi
Arabia

India

Sudan
Ethiopia

Colombia

Ivory Coast

Ecuador
Brazil

Peru

Ghana

DR Congo

Angola

Kenya

Indonesia

Malawi

Namibia

Australia
South
Africa

Chile

New
Zealand

Argentina

MUSEUM HIGHLIGHTS

Tea

Bananas

William Wilberforce’s Jacket
and Waistcoat
This jacket and waistcoat are
believed to have belonged to
William Wilberforce. They are from
sometime between 1780 and 1790.
Portrait of William Wilberforce by
Karl Anton Hickel, 1794
This famous portrait of William
Wilberforce is an oil painting that
shows him wearing a dark blue coat,
cream/green waistcoat and a white
cravat around his neck.

Cocoa

Challenge:

Have a look at labels on food products in your home or do
some research to see if you can find where they were
made and where the ingredients in them come from.

Coffee

MA RITIME
RITI M E
MUSEUM

COLOUR ME IN

When this much loved museum re-opens with its new displays you won’t be able
to resist the call of the sea. Exploring Hull’s proud connection to the sea over
800 years you will be immersed into a more interactive world of sailing ships,
whales, fishing and the constant buzz of working docks. Discover how sailors
navigated by stars, how people came to Hull, and look out for old favourites like
the polar bear and whale skeleton.

The Arctic
Corsair is a key part of
Hull and the nation’s
maritime history. As part of
Hull: Yorkshire’s Maritime City
project, the trawler will be
given a new home at the
exciting upcoming visitor
attraction, the North
End Shipyard.

Boat Building Challenge!
Build a boat that floats
Using recycled materials from around the home,
have a go at building your own boat using glue,
tape and elastic bands to help assemble.
You’ll need
- Recycled materials (cardboard boxes,
plastic tubs, bottles and lids etc)
- Tape, glue and/ or elastic bands
- Scissors

The Spurn
Lightship, another
key part of Hull’s
maritime History will also
be re-opened in a new
position along Hull Marina
as part of the Hull:
Yorkshire’s Maritime
City Project.

MUSEUM HIGHLIGHTS
MUSEUM HIGHLIGHTS
The Steam Trawler Lord Wolseley by
Alfred Percy Winteringham, 1907.
The sea can be a wild and dangerous place.
In the past sailors and fishermen often had to
reply on each other in emergencies. This
painting shows the Hull trawler the Lord
Wolseley rescuing 18 sailors from a French
ship in trouble.

Ship’s biscuit from the Hull whaling
ship the Diana.
Ship’s biscuits were taken on board ships to eat
during long voyages. This ship’s biscuit wouldn’t
have looked quite as disgusting when it was on
board, but it might have been close. The biscuits
usually had maggots called weevils in them that
sailors had to try and knock out.
Sperm Whale Tooth – Scrimshaw 1800-1830
This sailor from the Royal Navy is carved onto the tooth of a Sperm
whale. This kind of craft was called scrimshaw. The sailor here looks
very jolly but life on board Royal Navy ships was hard and
dangerous. Maybe he’s on his way home?

FERENS ART GALRY

Landscapes of Imagination
Throughout history, artists have painted landscapes.
Sometimes this was to show what it looked like
somewhere. Other times, artists would paint
landscapes from their imagination.

The Ferens Art Gallery is packed full of exciting artworks, stories and
objects. We have paintings of royal faces, a sculpture of a cricket player,
loads of artworks inspired by the sea, portraits of people young and old,
and even a gigantic painting of a family of lions! For over 90 years the
Ferens Art Gallery has been Hull’s home for art and still continues to
collect more amazing artwork for the people of Hull – like you!

Close your eyes for a minute and imagine you are
somewhere in nature.

Where are you?
What can you see?

Portrait Making

What can you hear?
What is the weather like?
On a piece of paper, draw the scene you imagined
and add colours.

Lots of different artists have made self-portraits. Why not make your own?

Top tips for creating your landscape

Have a look closely at yourself either in mirror or in a photo, focusing on your
head and shoulders and the details you see. Then, in the frame below or on a
piece of paper, have a go at creating a portrait of yourself.

Take a piece of paper, turn it landscape and using a
ruler and pencil, divide the page into a 3 x 3 grid.
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Brow line

eyes

1

2

bottom
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Decide where you want the sky and the land to meet
in your picture and draw a line across you page to
mark this. This known as a horizon line.
Add any key features in your landscape in an area of
your grid where the lines cross to help make sure
they catch people’s eyes.
Finish off your picture by adding some colour!

3
bottom
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GALLERY HIGHLIGHTS
‘Maria, from Sterne’
by Joseph Wright of Derby, 1777

bottom
of chin

The lady in this painting is called Maria
and is a character from a novel called
“A Sentimental Journey through France
and Italy.” How do we think she is
feeling? What clues are there for this?"

GALLERY HIGHLIGHTS

GALLERY HIGHLIGHTS

‘Portrait of a Young Woman’
by Frans Hals, 1655-1660

‘Christ Between Saints Paul and Peter’,
Pietro Lorenzetti, c.1320

This picture was painted in Holland in
the 17th century over 350 years ago.
It isn’t known who the young woman
in the painting is but it’s likely that she
was the wife of a merchant.

Did you know this golden artwork is over
700 years old? And that 1200 hours were
spent repairing it to make it look this
good? That would take you 50 days if you
didn’t sleep a wink!

Top tips!

Brought to you by:

KEEP IN TOUCH
@hull_museums
@hullferens
Hull Museums
@hull_museums
@ferensartgallery

